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The Ceredo-Kenova Pumpkin House displays
carved pumpkins Oct. 25.
PHOTOS BY LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

Free flu shot clinic available to students

Zombies are coming
to Huntington
By ALEX JAMES

THE PARTHENON
Zombies are coming to Huntington Friday for Halloween.
Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, Inc., will host The
Running Dead 5k. This is an
untimed zombie fun run 5k at
Ritter Park. The event begins at
6:30 p.m.
Runners participating in the
5K will travel through various zones full of flesh-eating
zombies.
If a participant registers as a
human, his or her ultimate goal
is to cross the finish line with
at least one life remaining on
his or her life belt. If a participant registers as a zombie, he or
she will be placed in one of 10
zombie zones where he or she
can crawl, slither or stagger (no
running) after humans in an attempt too take away their lives.
Those who are participating as
zombies should come zombified, which means they should
come in costume and makeup.
Human runners are encouraged
to come in costume also.
“We’re looking forward to the

most unique 5k event in the area
and think it’s something we can
grow into an even larger event
next year,” said Beth Hendricks,
a representative of Goodwill
Industries. “Zombies are the in
thing right now, and Goodwill is
known for its Halloween items
in-store. So we felt like a zombie
run on Halloween night was a
perfect fit for our organization.”
A Drop Dead Beauty Contest awards ceremony with
best costume categories will
follow the run. Categories include best zombie couple, best
zombie team theme, creepiest/
scariest, best-dressed zombie,
most creative zombie and more.
Zombies tend to be a bit scary,
so organizers advise parents to
consider registering children
younger than 13.
Registration prior to the race
will cost $30 and will cost $35
for registration on the day of
the race.
Proceeds from the event will
benefit the youth and food pantry programs at Goodwill.
Alex James can be contacted
at james142@marshall.edu.
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The great pumpkin house
By SHALEE ROGNEY

THE PARTHENON
The Pumpkin House has been a tradition in Ceredo-Kenova for more than
20 years. The carving of more than
3,000 pumpkins is a process that has
been taken on by Ric Griffith and 500
volunteers.
Griffith started the tradition in 1992,
and the pumpkins are put on display
outside the Griffith’s 115-year-old
Victorian-style house for all spectators to come and see. People
come from as close as Huntington and as far as
California to see the
phenomenal display
of pumpkins.
“Over the years I
think it has grown
because of the
peoples’ response
to it. When we first
began, the kids from
Ceredo and Kenova
would be the ones who
enjoyed it as they went
trick-or-treating,”
Griffith
said. “And then we began to pick
up visitors from other areas and as
the enthusiasm grew for it so did the
volunteers.”
The making of the Pumpkin House
starts in late September when the building of the pumpkin wall begins. Come
Oct. 1, the pumpkins are delivered by
the truckload.
After the delivery is complete, the
creative process starts. Griffith and his
daughter spend the next three weeks
drawing faces and scenes on the pumpkins. On average the duo draws on 100
pumpkins a day.
The week leading up to the first night
of lighting the pumpkins, more than 500
volunteers come to carve the pumpkins,
about 500 a day. Without the volunteers
there would not be more than 3,000

pumpkins carved every year.
“It’s always been, for me, the same
amount of work when we did just a few
hundred to now with 3,000 because I’ve
gotten enough help from volunteers. I
estimate about 600-700 people come
each year,” Griffith said.
Griffith started the process earlier
this year so the Pumpkin House could
be a part of the C-K Autumn Festival.
Every year is a clean slate, but Griffith
has a favorite pumpkin that will always
be carved for the collection. A display
is set up with Marshall University and
West Virginia University logos, but
alongside the WVU pumpkin is the
WVU burning couch.
The tradition started as a family activity. Griffith, his wife and three daughters
began carving pumpkins, which eventually filled up the front porch and spread
onto the front yard. As the pumpkins
began to attract more attention Griffith
began to increase the number of carved
pumpkins.
The Pumpkin House is not only a
local tradition, but it has also gained national attention. It has been featured on
the Ellen DeGeneres Show, The Today
Show and Griffith was even contacted
by a radio station in Australia.
Griffith will always remember one
visitor. Eight years ago an elderly
woman approached Griffith with tears
in her eyes because the Pumpkin House
brought her back to her childhood and
the feelings of being young again.
“She said ‘I want to tell you something: As you grow up you lose the
wonderment of childhood,’” Griffith
said, “‘Never again do you feel like you
did when you got your first bicycle or
on your birthday or Christmas morning,
but today I enjoyed this that much that
I had this feeling and I wanted to thank
you.’”
Shalee Rogney can be contacted at
rogney@marshall.edu.

Clinton and Grimes hit the campaign trail
By PAULINA SHEPHERD

Katie Daley receives her flu shot in the Don Morris Room of the Memorial
Student Center Thursday.
PHOTOS BY ZAIDA SWEDBERG | THE PARTHENON

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

THE PARTHENON
Former President Bill Clinton joined Kentucky Secretary of State Alison Lundergan
Grimes on the Kentucky campaign trail
briefly at 1:30 p.m. Thursday at the Veteran’s
Riverfront Park in Ashland. A crowd of more
than 800 people came out for the event
while the two also brought along other Kentucky leaders.
Grimes rallied her supporters in by bringing up hot topics such as equal pay, new jobs
and the possible threat of up to 500,000
people losing their health care. She said she
believes, with her supporters standing behind her, together they can change Kentucky.
“With your help and support, we will
make it to the winner’s circle,” Grimes said.
“We will have a brighter day for the people
of Kentucky. You show up, the people of Ashland, the A team, north-eastern Kentucky,
you show up and we bring a win.”
Clinton continued to get Grimes’ supporters excited and optimistic about the
elections coming up next week. He said to
the Kentuckians the reason he was there
was because of the decision the state has to
make.
“You really have a big decision that affects you,” Clinton said. “Her opponent, he’s

been trying to confuse you. From the day she
started running, Alison Lundergan Grimes,
started with an economic plan to build this
country and to build your state, to build

Former President Bill Clinton interacts
with the crowd after a rally where he
endorsed U.S. Senate candidate Alison
Lundergan Grimes Thursday.

286682
CABELL HTGN FOUNDATION
FERTILITY
2 x 5.0

LEXI BROWNING | THE PARTHENON

the commonwealth of Kentucky from the
middle out and bottom up. To say no more
trickle down.”
Clinton said he believes, while Kentucky’s
economy hasn’t always been well off, he can
see the changes that the town of Ashland has
made since he visited nearly fifteen years
earlier. He said he wants Kentucky families
to have the same opportunities he had.
“I’m not mad. I lived to my 50th high
school reunion,” Clinton said. “There’s been
three generations in my family since a man
has lived as long as I already have and I’m a
grandfather. I’m happy. I’m worried because
there are too many people today that don’t
have the chances in life that I had.”
Mother and daughter, Luanne and Ramey
Eley, came out to the rally in hopes of giving
Ramey a civics lesson because she’s homeschooled. Luanne said she sees Grimes’
attention to the Ashland as meaning she
cares about the area. Ramey said that despite not being able to vote due to her age,
she enjoyed seeing both sides of the political
spectrum.
“Being here at a rally, you get to know the
candidate,” Ramey said. “Not just what you
see on the campaign ads.”
Paulina Shepherd can be contacted at
shepard47@marshall.edu.
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Herd looking to
bring attention
to its season

By LACHEL HOUSE

THE PARTHENON
The 12 members of the College Football Playoff selection committee left the Thundering Herd out of its rankings, but Marshall
University is looking to the Los Angeles public relations firm Conference USA hired to bring attention to its season.
Steve Brener, president of Brener, Zwikel & Associates, said he
has firm hopes to maximize the visibility of the Herd nationally.
“We aim to publicize the team and their success, so that the
12 members of the voting committee will be well informed and
aware of their success this year,” Brener said. “In the end, it will
be up to the 12 members to decide the four best teams in the
nation.”
Brener said his team is going to do national radio shows and
satellite television tours to get the message out to the public. His
firm is also sending information about the Herd’s football team to
contacts across the country.
The PR firm sent an email to the media highlighting certain
statistics, notes and facts about the football team Monday. The
email also included the individual statistics of senior quarterback
Rakeem Cato and junior running back Devon Johnson.
Courtney Morrison-Archer, C-USA’s associate commissioner,
said it is not uncommon for the conference to work with an
outside consultant agency, especially since it wants to bring attention to Marshall’s campaign.
“In this instance, we felt the story of Marshall football was a
great one to tell,” Morrison-Archer said. “Why not do what we
could to tell it the best and most effective way possible?”
C-USA also hired a public relations firm to bring attention to
the conference. Jason Corriher, Marshall’s football sports information director, told USA Today the conference is using the
Herd’s success for publicity.
“We’re the ones that they’ve used to pursue some publicity for
the league because of our national ranking,” Corriher said. “It
helped our cause and our league.”
Lachel House can be contacted at house13@marshall.edu

Follow The Parthenon sports staff on Twitter!
@MUPnonSports

LEXI BROWNING | THE
PARTHENON
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Marshall’s Darryl Roberts (7) blocks Nate
Terry as the Thundering Herd takes on Florida
Atlantic University Saturday at the Joan C.
Edwards Stadium.
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V Club to get Freeky Spooky sounds heard at
Halloween night Tubaween, Octubafest
By ANTHONY DAVIS

THE PARTHENON
V Club will kick off Halloween weekend this year with the club’s
ninth annual Halloween Freektacular Friday night.
The show will include performances by Downtown King as well as
the event’s namesake, Freekbass. The doors open at 8 p.m. Tickets will
be available at the door and at vclublive.com.
Local promoter Don Duncan said this is the V Club’s ninth year presenting the event with funk bassist Chris “Freekbass” Sherman and his
band The Bump Assembly.
“There’s a reason we’ve been doing this for nine years,” Duncan said.
“Huntington loves Freekbass.”
According to the band’s website, the funk outfit hails from Cincinnati,
Ohio, and has plenty of experience in the funk world. The full band is
named after bassist Chris “Freekbass” Sherman.
Freekbass has released six full-length albums with numerous guests,
including Bootsy Collins, Phish bassist Mike Gordon, Steve Molitz and
Talking Heads’ Bernie Worrel. The site also describes Freekbass as the
protégé of funk legend Bootsy Collins. Collins has produced much of the
bassist’s work.
Freekbass’ performance at the V Club marks the first date on the
band’s upcoming tour that will reach stages in Kentucky, New York,
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin.
Sherman recently released an album, “Everybody is Feeling Real,”
produced by Duane Lundy, according to freekbass.com. The band was
part of the London Bass Guitar Show this year, where Sherman taught
a bass clinic.
Tickets to the funk show are $10.
Anthony Davis can be contacted at davis669@marshall.edu.

A performer plays a euphonium Thursday at Octubafest at Smith Recital Hall.

By J’LEIGHA LONG

THE PATHENON
Members of the tubonium studio provided students with music to get
everyone in the Halloween spirit at this year’s OctubaFest II: Tubaween.
OctubaFest is a two-day annual celebration by the music department’s tubonium studio members, which includes tuba and euphonium
players.
Tubaween is an event filled with kid-friendly activities, Halloween
costumes, music and candy.
Junior Katrina Elliott said the event was fun and enjoyable.
“I thought the performance was great,” Elliot said. “The costumes
were great and the classical music and then the fun music at the end
was really great.”
Tuba professor George Palton said Octubafest has grown since it began in 2007.
“We try to have that family-like atmosphere,” Palton said. “Everyone
that is part of tubonium works very hard to bring the performance together and students really enjoy having ownership in something that a
lot of people have fun at.”
This year it was not only students but, also faculty from Marshall University’s music department, members of the community and local high
school students who participated in Tubaween.
“I teach four high school students who joined the group for the second
half of the show, so I came to see them perform,” Nick Basham, local high
school teacher, said.
“Dr. Palton had sent a local email out to the local high schools inviting
tubonium players, and we had four who were interested so we came to
campus,” Basham said.
Marshall alumnus Dwayne Russell said preparing for the event was
well worth it the outcome.
“Over the years it was hard preparing for Octubafest, but this year it
was fun and full of lots of surprises,” Russell said. “The amount of people
who showed up was better then we have had in past years.”
J’Leigha Long can be contacted at long160@marshall.edu.

Tubonium players perform Thursday during Octubafest at Smith Recital Hall.

Civil War Days celebrate history of oldest Huntington area
Friday:
7 p.m.

Lecture series at Guyandotte Baptist Church
Haunted history tours at Guyandotte Library
until 10 p.m.

Saturday:

9:30 a.m.
10 a.m.
12 p.m.
12:45 p.m.
1 p.m.
2 p.m.
3 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Sunday:

10 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
3 p.m.

Opening Ceremonies at VFW post 9738
Camps open to public until 4 p.m.
Madie Carroll House
Merchant scenario
Battle
Stand Clardy Bobby Lee opossom special for kids
Meet the Generals at the Keenan House
Civil War Wedding at Guyandotte Baptist Church
Haunted history tours at Guyandotte Library
Memorial service (VFW)
Church service until 3 p.m. (VFW)
Camps open to public
Scenarios, marching soldiers
Court Marshall
Battle
Attempted burning of the Carroll House

FILE PHOTO

Guyandotte Civil War Days will celebrate its 25th year Friday
through Sunday.
Civil War Days began in 1989 and features lectures, tours,
war reenactments and a Civil War era-style wedding.
Formed 61 years before Huntington, Guyandotte is the oldest
town in the area.
page designed and edited by MEGAN OSBORNE | osborne115@marshall.edu

ABOVE: Civil War battle reenactor
reads a letter at the 2013 Civil War
Days in Guyandotte.
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Coming up next...
Get ready for Halloween weekend in Huntington. Make sure to follow The Parthenon on
Twitter and Instagram to keep up with everything happening this weekend. @MUParthenon

All-weekend Halloween events
Cooper Family Farms Cornfield Maze Haunted Trail

Dreamland Pool
Kenova, WV
Nightmare at Dreamland:
8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
$5

Milton, WV
Maze: 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Friday
noon - 10 p.m. Saturday
1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday
Haunted maze: Friday and Saturday
$8

Camden Park Spooktacular

Guyandotte Ghost Tours
Guyandotte Branch Library
Saturday and Sunday
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Free, but must have a ticket

Fridays and Saturdays
6 p.m. to 11 p.m.
$14.99 Fridays
$19.99 Saturdays

The Pumpkin House

FILE PHOTO

748 Beech St.
Kenova, WV
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
6 p.m. to midnight

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for news
and editorial content.

THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Friday, Halloween
Sigma Phi Epsilon
'Haunted House'

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
$5
All money raised goes to Big
Brothers Big Sisters of the
Tri-state

Running Dead 5k
Zombie Fun Run
Ritter Park
6:30 p.m.
$30

Halloween Party with
Downtown King and
Freekbass
V-Club
8 p.m.
$10

Monster Mash
Halloween Party
Pullman Plaza Hotel
10 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
$10
Must be 21

Saturday
Heritage Farm 'Way
Back Weekends'

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
$10
Heritage Farm Museum & Village
3300 Harvey Rd. Huntington, WV
25704

Marshall women's
Women's Studies
swim team vs.
Masquerade Ball
Vanderbilt and Xavier 6:30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Noon
Cam Henderson Center

Don Morris Room in the
Memorial Student Center
Students: $15
Non-students: $25

Sunday
11th Annual Marshall University and St. Mary's Marathon and Half Marathon
7 a.m.
Race begins and ends at Joan C. Edward's Stadium

CL103114
CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED
2 x 8.0

Are you a
photographer?
Are you interested in
journalism and would like to
have your work published?

WE WANT
TO WORK
WITH YOU.
Send us an email at
parthenon@marshall.edu,
or contact a member of
our editorial staff to see
how you can get involved
with The Parthenon.
page designed and edited by TAYLOR STUCK
| stuck7@marshall.edu
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